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The Negro in 1944 

IN the past two years several encouraging developments have 
occurred in the American Negro-white scene. President Roose­

velt has issued Executive Order 8802, clearly forbidding dis­
crimination in war industries because of race, color, creed, or 
national origin. A new and more powerful Fair 
Employment Practices Committee has been set 
up. The major labor organizations have taken a 
fairly progressive stand, and encourage member 
unions to be diligent in applying their National 
Councils' resolutions on equity. And Americans generally have 
displayed increased concern about the undemocratic conditions 
against which Negroes must contend. 

Nevertheless, in spite of these developments. Negro-white ten­
sion has increased steadily since the United States entered the 
war. Even in normal times changes in the social and economic 
patterns produce fear and frustration, which in turn lead to ag­
gression; in time of war this psychological process is accelerated, 
and abnormal social conditions become fertile soil for the de­
velopment of hate and fear. Direction of these emotions toward 
minority groups is very nearly automatic. 

Thus, as the American Negro at last takes the offensive in his 
struggle for freedom, he is confronted by organized violence, and 
must overcome an increased separation from the white world, 
and consequently from political power and self-government. One 
hears of a hotel refusing admittance to Marion Anderson, of 
Georgia police beating up Roland Hayes, of a Mississippi mob 
lynching three Negroes. These are not mere incidents, but 
symptoms of the increasing breakdown of an ailing system. 

Denied jobs, housing, and education, thousands of Negroes 
literally are starving to death in a nation that at the same time 
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scripts other black men and asks them to kill and to die for 

demo era-

Every day thousands of Negroes in eleven Southern states are 
forced to stand in line for hours before inadequate "}im-crow" 
ticket windows and then to wait until all whites are seated on 
buses before they can ride. Often this means a delay of hours or 
even days. 

A egro soldiers have been shot for insisting on taking seats 
marked for whites on trolleys and buses. 

In some Southern industrial areas Negroes and whites go 

armed to work. 

Thousands of Southern white workers have migrated to North­
ern industrial areas, and have brought with them social customs 
and prejudices that have caused outbreaks of violence. In addi­
tion, of course, this mass migration has made ivorse an already 
critical housing problem. 

Continuously large segments of Northern industry move into 
Southern areas, drawn by the opportunity to get cheap labor. 
These industrialists know that such labor will be available so long 
as no strong labor movement exists, and a real Southern labor 
movement will not develop while whites and blacks cannot sit in 
the same room. C.I.O. attempts to organize below the Mason 
and Dixon line are thwarted as this newly migrated industry ex­
ploits race hatred as a vital element of its divide-and-rule tech­
nique. 

There is evident a general return to reaction, both North and 
South. Politically ambitious Talmadges, Dixons, Rankins, and 
Bilbos are encouraging "white supremacy" sentiment as a pow­
erful political weapon, and their activities have frightened many 
ex-liberals into hiding. At the same time they place all the blame 
for racial tension on the Negro press and on "disgruntled, vicious, 
and unpatriotic' Negro leadership. 

m 



These conditions and other continued humiliations have had a 
marked effect on great masses of Negroes, who are being told by 
a somewhat unwise but naturally developed Negro press that 
""equality of opportunity and social and political recognition will 
come now or never." I say "naturally developed" for we must 
see clearly that the present Negro press was born to speak for 
the Negro when few others would. The black press suffers all 
the shortcomings of the white press, but it will continue to func­
tion until the conditions and problems that gave it birth have 
been exorcised. 

This press reminds the masses of Negroes that economic and 
political democracy were supposed to have followed the last war. 
Instead, it points out, the Negro found himself the scapegoat, 
"last hired and first fired" in a period of economic and social 
maladjustment that has lasted until the present time. "This time," 
the Negro is told, "there can be no delay. What achievement there 
will be, must come now." 

An increasingly militant group has in mind to demand now, 
with violence if necessary, the rights it has long been denied. "If 
we must die abroad for democracy we can't have," I heard a 
friend of mine say, "then we might as well die right here fighting 
for our rights." 

This is a tragic statement. It is tragic also how isolated the 
Negro feels in his struggle. The average Negro largely has lost 
faith in middle-class whites. He believes that his insistence on 
liberty has drawn a clear line between black and white. He 
believes that the vanguard of the old order would rather see 
fascism come to America than liberty to the Negro. It is not 
Japanese propaganda that creates this feeling, but the very nature 
of our economic, social, and political life. In his hour of need 
the Negro seeks not talk but dynamic action. He looks upon the 
middle-class idea of long-term educational and cultural changes 
with fear and mistrust when they are not accompanied by action. 
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The average Negro is interested primarily in how he can get 
jobs, decent housing, and education for his children. He de­
scribes with disgust the efforts on his /•—v 
behalf by most middle-class Negro 
and white intellectuals as "pink tea O 
methods—sometimes well-meanin' but W p, . 
gettin' us nowhere." For this reason U^JfiQHrr ("DT 1 

some Negroes have tended to black 
nationalism. The black nationalist says, "These are the Negro's 
problems and nobody but the Negro is really anxious to solve 
them. So let's organize black." One of the newer and most mili­
tant Negro organizations voted last fall to reject white people in 
both constituency and leadership. 

Already such irritating conditions have led to tragic and 
shameful race riots, and more may be expected. They will occur 
in Northern industrial cities and in rural and urban sections 
of the South, if not during the war, then after. For Negroes no 
longer will continue to accept second-class citizenship. 

Those of us who believe in the principles of brotherhood have 
before us a terrible responsibility to do all in our power to stop 
this trend to violence and to create interracial good will by giving 
of our time, energy, and money to remove from our local com­
munities the conditions that maintain injustice and exploitation 
and that lead to bitterness and aggression. 

I believe that you, like most Americans, are aware of the corro­
sive effect of race hatred in the world today. You may be saying, 
"It is such a big problem! I want to help, but I don't know what 
to do! Where can I begin?" 

This pamphlet tries to answer your question. It has been pre­
pared in the hope that you can find in it some suggestions for ac­
tion that you, your clubs, or your church, can make a reality— 
thus helping to remove the ever-increasing racial tension that 
threatens the principle of brotherhood on which our democracy 
rests. r> p 
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What to Do About It 
/. Know the Facts 

1. Subscribe to periodicals published by or concerning the 
Negro. 

a. Examine these Negro newspapers: 
The Pittsburgh Courier, 2628 Center Ave., 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 
The Chicago Defender, 3435 S. Indiana Ave., 

Chicago, 111. 
The Peoples Voice, 210 West 125th St., 

New York, N. Y. 
!). Read these Negro monthlies: 

The Crisis, NAACP, 69 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
The Negro Digest, 3507 S. Parkway, Chicago, 111. 
Opportunity, National Urban League, 1133 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 

c. P.M., New York daily, devotes much space to the Negro-white 
problem. 

d. Common Sense, The New Republic, and The Nation, clarify the 
political and economic factors underlying the American racial scene. 

e. Fellowship, published monthly by the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
frequently includes material on the Negro and non-violent direct 
action. 

f. Common Ground, 222 Fourth Ave., New York, N. Y., is a monthly 
devoted to national and international racial problems. 

g. Together, a vigorous new monthly published by the Race Relations 
Department of the Fellowship of Reconciliation. 50$ per year. 

2. Survey your local community to discover how much dis­
crimination exists in jobs, housing, theaters, restaurants, educa­
tional institutions, and on vehicles of public transportation. 

3. Study the psychological factors involved in the changing of 
attitudes. Be prepared to utilize such knowledge in conflict situa­
tions. Read: 

Get Together, Americans, by Rachel Davis-DuBois. Harpers, 1943. $1.75. 
New World A'Coming, by Roi Ottley. Houghton-Mifflin, 1943. $3.00. 
Brothers lender the Skin, by Carey McWilliams. Little, Brown, 1943. 

$3.00. 
Social Psychology, bv Otto Klineberg, Henrv Holt & Co.. New York. 

N. Y. 

4. Form an interracial group to study the Gandhian method of 
gaining economic and political freedom. (Notice that on De­
cember 30, 1942, the March on Washington Movement called 
on Negroes to use non-violent resistance.) 
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5. Explode racial misconceptions. Be fortified with facts such as: 

a. Scientifically, there is no difference between Negro and white 
blood plasma. 

b. Anthropologists have found no basis for the pseudo-scientific notion 
that one race is innately superior to another. 

c. Black men and women have made substantial scientific and cultural 
contributions to mankind from earliest time. 

d. Intelligence tests show that Negro boys and girls rate with and 
sometimes surpass white boys and girls in native intelligence when 
they have developed in the same cultural and health conditions. 

Set in motion some method of getting these facts to the com­
munity through forum, school, and press. The following books 
by scientists and historians will be helpful: 

Race Differences, by Otto Klineberg. Henry Holt & Co., 1941. 
Mind of Primitive Man, by Franz Boas. Rev. Ed., Macmillan Co., 1938. 
Coming of Age in Samoa, by Margaret Mead. Morrow & Co., 1928. 
The Negro in American History, by Carter Woodson. Associated Pub­

lishers, 1927. 
Race, Science, and Politics, by Ruth Benedict. Modern Age., 1940. 
Race, by Jacques Barzun. Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1937. 

(If not available in your public library, request that they be purchased.! 

II. Add Faces to Facts 

1. Acquaint yourself first-hand with the problems Negroes face. 

a. Attend the Negro church in your community frequently; invite 
members of the Negro church to your church. Service or fellowship 
groups of the churches are a good basis on which to start. Such 
groups may work together on common projects not related to the 
exclusive interest of either. 

1). Know the organizations working for social, economic, and political 
justice for the Negro: 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED 
PEOPLE (NAACP), 69 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y.-works to 
eliminate segregation and discrimination by an educational pro­
gram and through legal action. 

NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE, 1133 Broadway, New York, N. Y.— 
attempts to remove some economic injustices by bettering gen­
eral employment and housing conditions. 

MARCH ON WASHINGTON MOVEMENT, 2084 Seventh Ave., New 
York, N. Y.—a mass political pressure group. 
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